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History

4 periodicals edited by the EFEO are online:

 Bulletin de l’Ecole française d’Extrême-Orient since 2008

 Arts asiatiques since 2009

 Cahiers d’Extrême-Asie since 2009

 Aséanie since 2011



The printed collection of periodicals is digitized and 
published online through a portal which offers free 
access:

The Persée portal 
http://www.persee.fr/

A program which was created for the digital 
publication of scientific journals in the field of the 
humanities. 

http://www.persee.fr/


Persée portal

Actors
 The French Ministry for Higher education and Research – General 

Directorate for Higher Education: initiated the program in 2003 and 
has piloted it since. 

 Within the Ministry, the Subdivision for Libraries and Scientific 
Information: defines the broad outlines of the program and monitors 
its activities. 

 The program is implemented by the “Persée team”, hosted by the 
Université Lumière Lyon 2. 

 The Centre Informatique National pour l’Enseignement Supérieur
(CINES) [National Computer Center for Higher Education] houses the 
portal (providing the technological platform, administration, 
surveillance, etc.), safeguards the data and archives the primary data. 



 March 2003: call for tenders by the Ministry of Higher 
Education and Research

 June 2003: selection of the establishment consortium piloted 
by Lyon 2 University

 2004: conception and development of the production and 
dissemination tools, processing of the pioneer journals

 January 2005: inauguration of the portal

 Today :
108 journals online

354 663 documents freely disseminated

137 685 full text scientific articles available

14 007 audio article versions available



The production chain

Production procedures (Persée team): 
 The pages are disbound (except in the case of rare books) 
 High quality digitization: 400 ppi; two color modes: 

optimum quality and low quality (black and white), 
mostly for OCR use and for light versions to be published 
on the internet. 

 Each image is given a specific and definitive 
identification tag.

 Check of the produced images by comparing them to the 
expected ones ; straightening, contrast improvement, etc. 

 OCRisation in two different forms: unicode text pages (to 
be accessed via the portal) and localized OCR (a database 
containing all of the recognized words).



Description of the volumes (editors)

 the “intellectual” description of each issue:

creation of a digital table of contents;

description of the structure of the article (title, sub-title, 
paragraph, …);

a description of the type of each text (article, chronique, 
nécrologie, compte-rendu, …);



Editorial validation

A specific interface enables the editors to view and 
validate its quality. 

The production management tool, jGalith: open 
source tool entirely developed by the Persée team,  
developed on Java, and based on open source 
software libraries.



Copyright management
List of authors and copyright holders. 

The editors send out a personal letter to obtain authorization to publish 
on the Persée Portal both texts and images. 

EFEO copyright policy:
authorizations obtained for both images and texts –> publication 

online

no reply –> publication of the texts after 3 months with the option to 
remove them if requested 

no address found -> publication of the texts with the option to remove 
them if requested 

images are published only if explicit permission has been obtained.



Archiving

The primary datas are saved and archived by the 
CINES [National Computer Center for Higher 
Education].



BEFEO

Bulletin de l'École française d'Extrême-Orient 
(107 Issues, 3490 Articles, 1901-2003)
The BEFEO is a peer reviewed journal which 
annually publishes high level scientific research 
either in French or English and which focuses on 
Asia – from India to Japan – in all the fields of 
human and social sciences. It is one of the oldest and 
most internationally renowned journals in Asian 
studies.

http://www.persee.fr/web/revues/home/prescript/revue/befeo


Arts asiatiques

Arts Asiatiques (54 Issues, 972 Articles, 1962-2005)
Created by the Musées de France in 1924. Under the 
patronage of the Musée Guimet and Musée 
Cernuschi, Arts asiatiques publishes annually 
articles, richely illustrated, on Asian art and 
archaeology. 

http://www.persee.fr/web/revues/home/prescript/revue/arasi


Cahiers d’Extrême-Asie

Cahiers d’Extrême-Asie (15 Issues, 333 Articles, 1985-
2005)
Cahiers d’Extrême-Asie is a bilingual (English and 
French) scholarly journal founded in 1985 by Anna 
Seidel and Hubert Durt specializing in religious 
studies and intellectual history of East Asia. Each 
issue is a thematic one dealing with East Asian 
religions.

http://www.persee.fr/web/revues/home/prescript/revue/asie


Aséanie

Aséanie, Sciences humaines en Asie du Sud-Est 
(17 Issues, 290 Articles, 1997-2005)
Aséanie is a journal published by the Bangkok office 
of the EFEO, part of a co-operation program with the 
Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre. It publishes 
academic papers on Southeast Asia in the field of 
humanities and social science in French and English.

http://www.persee.fr/web/revues/home/prescript/revue/asean


Next step

Next step will be the digitization and publication 
online of the first 80 volumes of the Monographies
de l’EFEO

See the catalogue of the EFEO publications 

http://www.efeo.fr/publication_catalogue.php

http://www.efeo.fr/publication_catalogue.php













































