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Kong Koan ~#E Archives
1761—1969

e Arrived in Leiden in 1995, brought by
Professor Leonard Blusseé

e Organised by Wu FengbinZEu# (Xiamen),
continued by Chen Menghong [EHAL
(Leiden)

e About 20 m, of which 13 m is catalogued,
filmed in 2002, film scanned in 2013-14

e Support from Toyota Foundation, Friends
of the Kong Koan Archive, Metamorfoze



Early History

e 1619 first captain (kapitein) of the
Chinese, later also lieutenants,
unsalaried headmen

e 1742 Chinese Council in Batavia,
1750 salaried secretary

e Assisted by ward masters
(wijkmeester)



Functions

e Indirect rule over the Chinese:
proclaiming government regulations,
making translations; advisor;
registry of Chinese population

e Administering justice: civil and minor
criminal cases



Later History

1837: new rank: majoor / mayor

e Prestige diminished around 1900

e corruption

e abolishment of opium tax farming

e deeper Dutch encroachment

e Chinese nationalist movement

e 1930s: abolished in Semarang and Surabaya

e 1942 Japanese invasion, Chinese officers in
Batavia detained

e Some functions continued until 1969
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Archives

Minutes of Council meetings between 1787-1964,
32 volumes Chinese, 9 volumes Malay (after
1909-1920)

Marriage registers 1772-1919, 72 volumes
(effective 1717-1919)

Cemetery registers 1811-1935 (1960s), 22 vols

Sources of income: sale of land for graves, rent
of land for housing

Large collection of ledgers, account books

Smaller archives: census, immigration, taxation,
schools, temples, vaccination



Published archives

Leonard Blussé @445, Hou Zhenplng mEF, Wu
Fengbin & Ei, Nie Dening &3 jiaozhu KiE,
Gong’anbu é}?ﬁ,zﬁ, in Bacheng Huaren go%iu
(Baguo gon tan dang an congshu, U YN
CIELR 2 ) # "English title: Gong An Bu
(Minutes of the Board Meetings of the Chinese
Council) (vols. 1-13) (Xiamen University Press,
2002-2014).

Two more volumes are expected.
Malay minutes typed out, not yet published.

Databases for marriage and cemetery registers
(Alden Library, Ohio University)

Digitised version of minutes, marriage and
cemetery registers in Leiden (not public).




Linguistic problems 1

(4R)I=ENE » K& - Kk (tuan) oe-sit-dién, toa
tam, toa tam, Resident, (tuan) residén

TEERTENE, RIfRENE, Bk a-sit-tien oe-sit-
dién, fu-tam, Assistent-Resident, asisten-
residen

s ZEwith [, bit-cha-la, raad/council (talk,
meeting), bicara

ANEL kong-put-te,
gecommitteerde/commissioner

EJEE kun-li-si, condities/conditions, kondisi



Linguistic problems 2

O FF kap-pit-tan, kapitein/captain, kapitan
BTER lui-tin-1an luitenant/lieutenant, litenan
5B ma-io, majoor/major, mayor

2R IC bék-si, wijkmeester/ward master, bék
BT tsu-koah-ta,

secretaris/secretary, sekertaris




Websites

° or
Libraries.leiden.edu, Catalogue, type
Kong Koan, then there appears as
the first item Collection guide, click
View online, scroll down and click the
inventory number

e Gallery from


http://www.leiden.edu/
http://www.kongkoan.nl/
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Other East Indies materials

e Kongsi letters from Borneo (1850-
1855)

e Account books 1910-1930

e Translations of Dutch laws (1870-
1900)

e Miscellaneous materials



