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Taiwanese Religion Life

є₉ Ṇ εҊ₉ ᶼ

Every few steps a small shrine, every 
few more a grand temple

ӎ εҙ ᵂᶇ

The streets are crowded with deities, with 
humans and gods sharing the same space

https://taiwangods.moi.gov.tw/index.aspx
https://theme.npm.edu.tw/GodsAmongUs114/page-3#main
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A simple identification of 

Shan-Shu is books 

encouraging people to 

be philanthropic. This 

kind of books help 

populations develop 

their good deed and are 

popular in the street.

Shan-Shu

֫ ￼ ᾰ

in its strictest sense, the term 

shanshu should be reserved 

for works produced within 

the ᶣ phoenix hall

(luántáng) through the ritual 

of ñproducing good booksò 

(zuòsh¨nshȊ) by means of 

spirit -writing (  feiluán).

Types Purpose Literary form

Although the publication of 

shanshu is uniformly aimed 

at the promotion of virtuous 

conduct, their functions can 

be further differentiated into 

four categories: political 

indoctrination, religious 

propagation, social 

philanthropy, and personal 

supplication for blessings.

Ballad form (geyaoti₵ ); 

Prosimetric or storytelling-

Recitation form (shuochangti

ᵫ ); 

Prose form (sanwentiᾫᾰ ); 

Novelistic form (xiaoshuotiṇ
); 

Dialogic form (duihuati

); 

Aphoristic or maxim form 

(yuluti ); 

Prophetic or prognostic genre 

(chen ).





ᾑ Ṽ ᾑ
Ming~Qing dynasty ( hidden virtue or secret merit )
V Blends Confucian ethics (filiality, loyalty, sincerity), 

Daoist cosmology (celestial registers and heavenly 
retribution), and Buddhist karmic causality. 

V Encourages daily introspection, accumulation of 
hidden virtue, and dissemination of morality texts as 
pathways toward moral and spiritual advancement. 

Transmission & Functions
Particularly valued by aspiring literati, who believed the 
cultivation of hidden merit could influence examination 
success and bureaucratic careers. Displayed in family 
halls as daily moral guidance

Ṽ ћ

Ming~Qing dynasty ( Guan Di Cult )
V Advocates filial piety, loyalty, righteousness, 

benevolence, honesty, and the avoidance of killing, 
lust, greed, and anger

V Encourages individuals to cultivate virtue through 
daily moral practice, repentance, scripture reading, 
and discipline of body and mind.

illustrates the deification of a historical hero (Guan Yu)
into a moralizing deity who mediates between the sacred 
and social spheres

ᶾѕỖ

Song dynasty (yin-guobaoying )
żE ³ºÄXM³ «z´ MӃX´´ «z´Ŷ XÆ Ӄ ӃXJT´ º­ ª ´Z­³ºÄ«XŽ
V Cosmological and ethical principles
V Prescriptions of virtuous acts & prohibitions of 

evil deeds
Functions & Influence
Used for moral pedagogy & social regulation
Integrated Daoist cosmology with popular ethics
Enduring influence on Chinese religious and social 
life

♇

Songdynasty (Ten Kings of Hell & punishments  )
ż$XӃX´º JӃledgerŽ& ż,XJÆX«Ż´law & underworld judgmentŽ
V Prescriptive virtues: filial piety, compassion, charity, abstention from 

vice
V Redemptive practices: repentance, scripture recitation, dissemination 

of morality books
Functions & Influence
Linked to popular religion: DizangNÄӃºŵ ª­³ºÄJ³É ³ ºÄJӃ´ŵ ż|XӃӃ °J «º «z´ŵŽ
theatrical performances
Cultural mechanism for sustaining collective moral order

Famous ᵱ

ӏ flά ҧᵺ Ӣּוѓ וỊỀּו ᶆ (British Library)



ῶ ѧιᴶ ᴍῳᶺ￼ᵱ
1978~1983Ԋᴍ֧300  ι
ѳ ⅛ ῴҠ ᴍ  
Taiwanôs most reprinted shanshu: 

3 million copies printed (1978ï

1983), followed by 10,000 copies 

monthly.



ᶢ
A luántáng ( ᶣ), also called a ñphoenix hallò or ñspirit-writing altar,ò is a type of 

popular Chinese religious institution centered on spirit -writing ( fuji )

/
Feiluan ( ), also known as fuluan ( , ñspirit-writingò), refers to a form of planchette

divination widely practiced in Chinese popular religion. In this ritual, participants jointly 

manipulate a wooden stylusðoften phoenix-shaped (luan)ðto inscribe characters on a sand or 

ash tray under the believed guidance of deities. The resulting texts are interpreted as divine 

revelations, typically promoting moral exhortation, ethical codes, and religious instruction, 

though they may also address communal concerns or individual inquiries.

ҙᶰ: ⱳ
A lu§nshǛng( refers to a participant in spirit-writing rituals within a luántáng (וּ (phoenix hall or 

spirit-writing altar). Typically composed of local literati, community leaders, or lay devotees, 

lu§nshǛngserve as mediators who conduct, transcribe, and interpret the divine messages 

received during fuji (planchette divination). These revelations are often compiled into morality 

books (shanshu) for purposes of moral instruction and social edification. 

https://www.yi-cheng-tang.org.tw/?act=menuinfo&ml_id=20230419022&cmd=list
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Ấ ᴵ ῞ ᶢ
Founded Taiwanôs first spirit-writing hall

ḔḒ ι ι▐ ᶥҚεҞḩ ᶝ ζҚ ᵃ⌂ײ
ẉε1871ζҨᶽὠ דּ֫ זּ εײ ẉԈῴֹүζι ү
◊ ≤ṩ ꜞ ṩι ῶᾤ ṫḤ ј₭ὃ ιḥ
ṩ ӿ ẉε1884ζײ │ ᶢ ι Ӭᵻ
Ὼ═ ᶣ Ḹ֬ι דּ ү ᴏῶ ᾤ ѳ҆ ᶈ
דּ ὶ דּ҃ ᶊ ￼ ᶆ χ ӿ ᶽṽӡҫι⁞
Ḥ῎. ᶣấ Ḳ῀ χҨὝᴇ ӕ ι Ὼ═Ҩ҇‚

ӵιӗ ᶈ ѳ ᶣι⅛ ⁮ҭιọḧֹ ᶣӾ∂
ᵻḩ јӇ ấ Ὰ↓ᶣ ιћӼ וּ

Li Wangyang (ḓḑ , )

Origin: Touwei Fort, Kavalan Subprefecture (modern Toucheng, Yilan)

Career: Appointed probationary magistrate in Gansu (1871); served in 

Weiyuan, Hezhou, Didao; promoted under Zuo Zongtang, rose to 

Prefectural Magistrate

1884: Returned to Yilan after French occupation of Keelung

Religious involvement: Close ties with luantang (spirit-writing halls); 

practiced ñflying phoenixò divination in Gansu

Introduced worship of the Thunder Deity Leidu Guangyao Dadi; 

enshrined deity with silver coin statue in magistracy rear hall, 

consulted before trials

Later: Founded Xinmin Hall in Yilan; served as a luansheng (spirit-

writing medium)

https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E9%BE%8D%E9%8A%80
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E9%BE%8D%E9%8A%80
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%A5%9E%E7%A4%BA


Ḥᾨ ￼ẽ  
The Interplay between Religion and Society

Åѧ ᾰק  
ÅThe Chinese Cultural Renaissance Movement , launched in Taiwan in 1966 under President Chiang Kai-shek, 

sought to promote traditional Chinese culture and revive national spirit in direct contrast to the Cultural 
Revolution in mainland China, which aimed at eradicating ñold customs and traditions.ò As part of this cultural 
policy, the preservation and reprinting of classical texts were emphasized, including moral and religious tracts 
that had long been embedded in Chinese popular religion.

Å Institutional Support: Some publications were promoted or endorsed by cultural agencies and local 
governments as supplementary material for moral education.

ÅEducational Promotion: Shanshu were recommended alongside the Confucian classics as essential reading 
for cultivating personal virtue and guiding family ethics.

ÅEdition Features: Many reprints adopted simplified commentaries or vernacular annotations, making the texts 
more accessible, while larger print runs ensured broad dissemination through bookstores and religious 
associations.





https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yen_Chia-kan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Shih-tsung


Ḥᾨ ￼ẽ  
The Interplay between Religion and Society

Å Ḟ ᶊΆ╘ Ὰᾤ ѳ
    The Interconnections between Religious Institutions, Local Power Structures, and New Party Politics

Åᴇ  & Ҧᶾẗ
Ҧᶾẗ￼Ѯ҆ ӡק ἆ ᴨᴝ ӡ ᴇ ￼ ≥ ι ѩ ᴷ Ҩ ῎ ι
ӡ  (The leaders of Madou Daitian Temple sought to strengthen their following or divert offerings 

originally dedicated to Nankunshen, and thus engaged in a series of fabricated historical accounts, 
reinforced with supposed divine revelations, in order to mislead their devotees.)

Åר▪  & Ὰ▪  & ᶽ
▪ר Ὰ▪ ∂⃰ ῎ᶊӈι Ậ  ᶊ ᶹᶊᶊΆ עד ιῳ ᶽיּ -ᶽ Ҩ ῎ ᶫ
Ὰ▪ Ḯ Ԏ⃰ ᶊӈ (The competition between Beigang and Xingang for legitimate religious 

authority fostered alliances between local and external political forces. This culminated in the intervention of 
the Dajia Mazu Temple, which, through spirit-writing revelation, legitimized its position by leading a 
pilgrimage procession to the Xingang Mazu Temple.)





ᵳᶿ -ᴵ ᾑהּ ᾁ ḱ-

׳ (Thousands books)

ԍң

ќּףḤᾨᴈⱶ (1400 )

ׁ
ᶽ  

-ᴵᶼᾉὌ

160  (160 books)

Ὸ₰—-ᴵ  Ṕֶ₯הּ

ᴶ ᶣ Ӑ
ѳᵱ

Ѧֿכ €ᾠỨ

Ԋᾠ 6000 ι

׳ ( about Thousand books)

ᶹ

ᴶ

(Daniel.L.Overmyer)

׳ (Thousands books)



TBMC Collection
ᾠ  Collect Ԑ  Restore

ӈק Digitalized



2004~2007

ѕẉ ᾠ  ᾯת
The collection and 

cataloguing process took 

three years 

22 (ᵌ3ᶼ )

12000 ḞιԊ ײ
ι4 ᵱ

Comprehensively collected in 

Taiwan, Altogether, there are 

12,000 temples, preserving 

approximately 100,000 

volumes encompassing 

40,000 distinct editions of 

morality books (shanshu).

ᶹӹᶙẩ

ῼ Ḯ ᵝ(

) ӿ Ɑ
ẽ

Books, periodicals, single-

leaf ephemera (incantations, 

talismanic scripts, divination 

lots), compact discs (CDs), 

audio cassettes, and video 

tapes.

ᵰ אָ ᾔ

ᾠכ ѳ ᵱ ⱱ
  ᾠ ᶊ ֧ⱱ ᴿẪ

ᾳѳ‬ἧ
A retrieval system for various 

bibliographic and interpretive 

dataðsuch as editions, collection 

sites, and publishersðconcerning 

the tens of thousands of shanshu

(morality books) preserved by 

TBMC
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01 ᴵ ᶼ  45000

ᵱ ḕᾣ ⸗ ḯι ‟ ת
The morality books are housed in the Special Collections room 

and are managed under a closed-stack system.

02 ᴵ ᴶᴇ◓  20000

ᴶ ᴷᴈⱶ ᶈԎ іᴵ 171 ᵱ ᵝιԎѧῶ ⅝ӕ

↓

On its official website, the National Museum of Taiwan History 

lists 171 morality books (shanshu) in its collection, a 

considerable proportion of which are farmersô almanacs.


