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• 458 classical titles and commentaries in four categories:

   - Classics (經 Jing): 190 titles

   - History (史 Shi): 56 titles

   - Philosophy/Masters (子 Zi): 85 titles

   - Literature (集 Ji): 127 titles

• 52 recently excavated manuscripts from across China

The most comprehensive collection of classical 
texts widely related to Confucianism to date

510 titles = 200 million characters = 282 volumes (140k pages)
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•  Research center at Peking University, editorial team headed by Ji Xianlin 季羡
林, Tang Yijie 汤一介, and Wang Bo 王博. 

•  Nearly 500 scholars from 50 institutions in China, Korea, Japan, and Vietnam.

•  The project took over 20 years to complete. A General Catalogue listed 
20,000 titles, and 510 titles were selected.

Editorial 
Information
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•  The best available edition (from PKU library, National Library, and other 
collections) of each title was chosen.

•  Characters manually typed and images created, to avoid mistakes through 
OCR.

• Texts are punctuated for easy reading.

•  Editors’ note on the original author, the significance of the text, the 
discrepancies between editions, and why a certain edition was chosen. 

Data Quality



Special Features on Scholarly 
Editions
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• Parallel reading panels to easily compare texts

• Advanced faceted search and convenient annotation & referencing tools

• Users may export a given passage in several formats, including plain text and xml

• Each text fragment equipped with a unique URN for intra-database identification
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Special Features on Scholarly 
Editions

Already 
Embedded Being incorporated

Reliable source material and convenient reference tools within one single library.
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User Profile

• To teach classical Chinese at intermediate and advanced undergraduate levels

• Introduction to Chinese/comparative intellectual history

• Text studies and classical reading courses

• Philology courses, including classical annotation, textual criticism, and edition 
studies

East Asian languages and cultures undergraduate and graduate students 

Researchers in Chinese/comparative philosophy, history, literary and cultural studies, 
political sciences (political philosophy), international relations, and so on
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More Information

https://youtu.be/ypJbexqx7G4
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